Work Area Preparation: Before starting to use air dry
clay, prepare your work area with the items you need,
including clay, sculpting tools, clean flat silicon pad ora
clean sheet of wax paper. Wax paper will keep your
piece from sticking to the table, making it easier to turn
and easy to handle. Be careful when working on wood
as clay can stain the surface. For young children, using
plastic tablecloth helps keep messes under control.

Keeping Colors Clean: When working with different
colors of ultra light air dry clay, it's important to keep
the colors clean. This means cleaning your hands
between clay colors to keep them from mixing with bits
of clay left cn your hands. You can prepare damp towels
and use them to conveniently wipe your hands clean, or
you may wash your hands between colors. Also, you
may rub a little bit of hand cream on your hands before
working to keep the clay from sticking to your hands.

ﬂnn ditioning the Clay: Before making any ultra-light air
dry clay project, you need to test the clay for softness. If
the clay is easy to roll and mold into shapes without
crumbling, it is good to use. If the clay is crumbly, you can
mix one or two drops of water and stretch repeatedly to
soften the clay. If the clay is half dry or completely dry,
don't use it.
Before making any shapes, you should knead the clay first.
Kneading means rolling and stretching the clay repeatedly
several imes. Knead the clay in your hands until it feels
soft and smooth. This will help soften the clay and give
your finished product a smooth appearance. L
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clay in a circular motion in the palm of your hands. This
will help you form a ball that you can use to build
characters. For smaller eye-sized balls, use your
fingertip to roll the ball in the palm of your hand.

Making a Cone Shape: To make a cone shape with air
dry clay, start by making a ball of clay. Then, place the

ball on your work surface or your hand and use one or
two fingers on your other hand to roll one side of the

ball to form a point.

u Rolling Long Coils: To make a coil from air dry clay, start
by rolling the clay into a ball. Place the ball on the table
and roll it gently back and forth with one hand in one
direction to form a tube shape. To make the clay long
enough, use both hands to lengthen the coil. While you
are rolling back and forth, move your hands outward to
stretch the coil to be longer. The more you roll the clay,
the longer and thinner it will be. Be careful not to put
too much pressure on the clay as you are rolling it = that
will flatten the coil.

Making Short Fat Coils or Cylinders: To make short fat
coils and cylinders from air dry clay, start by making a
ball of clay and roll it back and forth in one direction.
Stop rolling when the clay looks like the picture.




